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The Will of God Test Guidebook

Should I marry this person?

Should I accept this job?

Do I need to buy this house?

What questions are you asking about your future?

This eBook will address one of the most asked questions by believers. “What is God’s will for my life?” We will
look at the principles of discerning God’s will. I will share with you a simple method on how to know the will of
God. I am going to give you a powerful 3 question test that will help you prove what God wants for your life.
Yes, I said prove.

Unfortunately, most people are not living life with this kind of certainty. A large number of people are walking
around unsure of what they should be doing. As my book coach, Kary Oberbrunner, says often, “Confusion
repels. Clarity attracts.” With this reality, it is troubling to think that people who are representing God in the earth
have no clarity for their life and potentially are repelling rather than attracting people.

Why is it important for you to know the will of God for your life?

A person who doesn’t know the will of God:

 lives with uncertainty, this leads to a lack of con�dence in approaching any

opportunity.

 Makes bad or wrong decisions

 Has conversations that never need to occur

 Pursues opportunities that shouldn’t be pursued.

 Misses God’s best for their lives.

But perhaps you are asking yourself is it even possible for a person to know the will of God? Reading James 4,
it would seem that knowing what God wants for us is outside our grasp.

James 4:13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there,
buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord
wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.
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This Scriptures seems to indicate that we can’t be certain of what will happen tomorrow and as a result we
should take a passive “If the Lord wills” approach to life.

Others have embraced this idea of the ‘if’ as it relates to the will of God and have incorporated this mindset into
their prayers. “Lord, if it be your will…”

 Please heal

 Please deliver

 Please provide

 Please make a way…….if it be your will.

This mentality suggests that we are not given the opportunity to have certainty as it relates to the God’s will.

First of all, it is important to demystify the will of God. The will of God is simply whatever God wants. It is His
desire. His wants. His will. We make it out to be something out of grasp and mystical. The all wise sage says we
may be able to find it if we quiet our minds long enough and set our gaze beyond the clouds.

Or the mighty theologian declares that knowing the will of God is reserved for all the super-spiritual,
overqualified seminary level leaders.

On the contrary, the will of God is simply what God wants or desires for you.

Therefore, we go back to our question: is there a way for us to be certain about the will of God. According to
James, any talk about God’s will should be humbly approached with an “If” it be your will thus implicating that it
is not for us to know.

Jesus Himself introduces an “if” clause, as well. On one occasion, He was spending time in prayer with His
Father facing a very difficult decision. His earthly journey had led him to the edge of the Cross’s reality. In this
moment of human frailty - Jesus cries out, “Lord, if it be Your will remove this cup from me!” (emphasis mine)

If Jesus Himself had to ask the question what makes us think we can know the will of God.

Let’s explore this moment a little closer:
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Luke 22: 39 Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also
followed Him. 40 When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”41
And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if it
is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” 43 Then an angel
appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 When He rose up from prayer, and had
come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise
and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”

If Jesus prayed like this and James charges us to preface our plans with the “if”, why should anyone expect to
have certainty about God’s will?

In this context, we see that Jesus is processing, struggling with, and pondering the final chapter of His time on
earth. If he commits to this “next”, He will head straight into an experience that will have life changing
ramifications.

 It would cause him to suffer physically with horrendous and terrifying bodily pain. Yes, he was 100% man and

would feel every punch, each piercing rip into his skin, each puncturing wound into his skull. He would feel every

single blow by the hands of the Romans.

 He knew that his physical presence on earth would come to an end and thus forever change his ability to hug,

cry, and embrace in a physical way those whom he knows as his earthly family. His relationship with his mom,

brothers, disciples, and friends would never be the same.

 Also, he no doubt understood that in the process of becoming sin - on the cross - he would also experience a

separation from His Heavenly Father of the sort He had never known.

 Finally, in order to overcome death for us, he would have to succumb to this experience of which would have

been so foreign to the this life giving force.

Thus, it is completely understandable for Jesus to ask the question,”If is Your will.”

Before we answer this, let’s examine one more passage of Scripture as Jesus taught His disciples to pray.

Matthew 6: 9 In this manner, therefore, pray:

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.

10 Your kingdom come.
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Your will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors.

13 And do not lead us into temptation,

But deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Did you notice the difference between this prayer and the prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane?

In this prayer of which some call the model of prayer - we see ZERO “ifs” and no question marks.

As he taught his disciples to pray, he gave no room for uncertainty or a lack of clarity.

In these two examples of Jesus, what can we learn?

Do we pray like He prayed in the Garden or should we pray like He taught His disciples to pray?

The short answer is, “Yes!”

You should get clarity if your life is at stake. The finality of death is one of the few times you should use the “If it
be your will”. It is ok to pray the “if” - if it is something that is of ultimate finality like death. If choosing a direction
is going to lead to your death - you might ask “If it is God’s will”.

All other prayers should be more of a declaration. NEVER make a habit in prayer of using IF. It literally forfeits
your faith. Think about it. “Amen” and “If it be your will” are literally contrary to each other. Amen means “so be
it”. Prayer should be seen as an agreement with God’s will. There is no agreement when there is uncertainty.
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1 John 5: 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
have asked of Him.

This is a key to answered prayers and a life of confidence. If we know that we are praying according to His will,
then we know that he hears us and if we know that he hears, we know that we will get what we ask for.

The other point to notice about Jesus and his moment of uncertainty with His Father is that Jesus didn’t leave
His time of prayer until He was certain. He didn’t ask ‘if’ a single time more once he left the Garden. He left with
certainty.

Now, before we move on let me address one more time the passage in the book of James. James suggests
that it is braggadocious to think that we would know what we are going to be doing in a year from now.

Where should we stand as it relates to James’ comment about being humble and understanding that we
cannot know the future therefore we need to answer with a safe “If it is God’s will - we will do this or that”.

There is a distinction between agreeing with God’s will in prayer and the certainty of God’s will for our future.
Prayer should be declarations. However, our certainty is never about tomorrow.

The will of God is for now not tomorrow.

In other words, you can know what God wants you to do in the now, in the moment. “Now faith is…” As it relates
to the will of God in our day to day lives, we should expect to have confidence that we are where we are
supposed to be right now. As the saying goes, “you are at the right place, at the right time.” We should live our
lives with this certainty.

As a believer, when you are suppose to know, you will know. However, God doesn’t promise to reveal that to us
one day early.

HIS WAYS ARE DIFFERENT THAN HIS WILL

As the Apostle Paul says,”Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! "For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or
who has become His counselor?" "Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?" For of Him and
through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36)
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Again, if we stop right now we would say, there is no way we can know God’s will - His ways are past finding
out”. But, the Apostle doesn’t end the book with this statement. We only stop reading because the chapter
ended. (As a side note, this is an important lesson in Bible study, always gain the full backdrop of the story even
if that means reading into the next chapter.)

Let’s continue into Chapter 12 and get the full context of Paul’s teaching.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God. (Romans 12:1,2)

In these verse, we learn that there is a difference between the ways of God and the will of God. We can’t put
God in a box and figure out the way He is going to work each time. He may part the sea one day and burn a
bush the next day. However, His will shall be done. Thus, the promise is not for us to figure out His ways but it is
guaranteed according to Romans 12 that we can actually ‘prove’ the will of God in our lives.

Imagine that, every single time you have to make a decision, you can be certain what to do. This opportunity is
actually available. God has taught me a process that you can go through in order to discern His will for your life.
He gave me a test to take in order to find out the answer. However, i order to fully prepare you for the test, let
me share some principles about the will of God.

I. The Capacity to know God's Will

Each person who has accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior has the capacity to test and to prove the will of
God. Here are some points that will encourage you to embrace this truth for yourself.

1. If you know Him, you will know His voice.My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. (John 10:27)
2. If you know Him, you will know His thoughts.For "who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the

mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:6�)
3. At the right time, you will know which direction to take.And though the Lord gives you The bread of adversity and the water of

a�iction, Yet your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, But your eyes shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear a
word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," Whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left. (Isaiah
30:20,21) 

II. THE PREREQUISITE TO KNOW GOD'S WILL

Now that we know that we have the capacity to know God’s will we need to understand that there are
prerequisites to discovering it.
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“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2 NIV

According to this verse, there is an IF / THEN formula necessary for discerning God’s will. If you do this, then
you will be able to test and know His will.

1. The �rst step is to ACKNOWLEDGE Him.
Prov. 3:6 "In all your way acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

2. SET APART CHRIST AS LORD of Your Body, Soul, and Spirit (Submission to Kingdom authority)
 1 Peter 3: 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
 Joshua 24:15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."

3. COMMIT TO OBEDIENCE. We have to be willing to follow Christ even unto death / even when it doesn't make sense.
 Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
 Matthew 16: 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me.

4. DO NOT CONFORM: His ways are not going to be based on worldly patterns.

Is. 55:6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our
God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I
desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

 Do not tempt God - in other words, don’t try to manipulate the Scriptures in order to serve your purposes or

desires.

Luke 4: 9 Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are
the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you, To
keep you,' 11 "and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.' " 12 And Jesus
answered and said to him, "It has been said, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.' "

Page 7

tonycolson.com

http://tonycolson.com/


The Will of God Test Guidebook

 Do not limit God - in other words, don’t put God in a box bound by your capacity

Romans 4: 16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all
the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all. 17 (as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he
believed--God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who,
contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was
spoken, "So shall your descendants be." 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body,
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20 He did not
waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being
fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore "it was accounted to
him for righteousness."

From the story in Genesis 22:1-19

III. The methods God use to reveal His will

We are almost ready to reveal the test to you. However, before we move into what I call the Will of God Test, I
need you to know how to find the will of God. In order to recognize it you need to know how God reveals it.

 God’s Voice / Holy Spirit

1.  Prayer

2.  Small still voice

Isaiah 30: Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” Whenever you
turn to the right hand Or whenever you turn to the left.
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 God’s Word
1.  1 Timothy 3:16,17 “16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for [c]instruction
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

2.  Acts 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart

 Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1 Cor. 12:4 There are [d]diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but
the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works [e]all in all. 7
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the
word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by [f]the same Spirit, 10 to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

Wisdom James 1 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he
will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Discernment sons of Issachar “32 of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to
know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their
command;”
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 The  Church

1.  Teachers / Mentors - 
Acts 18:26 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they

took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.  

 2.  Godly Counsel -  

3.  Examples of Others  

1 Cor. 11:1 “Follow me as I follow Christ” 

 Circumstances

 III. THE WILL OF GOD TEST

NOW IT’S TIME TO TAKE THE TEST TO KNOW GOD'S WILL

You have to ask the Question in a personal way. “Father, is this your will for me?”

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything
from the Lord.

FULLY RESEARCH THE OPTIONS:

POSITIVES NEGATIVES

1. IS IT GOOD? (This is a simple question of whether or not it is good or bad? Are they any Biblical precepts,
commands, or directives that will disqualify this option?)

See if it lines with God's Word (Personal Study / Body of Christ Accountability)

(if it is not good - the test is over. It is NOT God’s will).

Prov. 11:14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 
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2. IS IT PLEASING? (Does it line up with the way God has spoken to you in the past, has God affirmed this
decision recently through people, circumstances, the Word of God, or gifts?)

See if it lines with God's Ways

If you make this decision - does it leave you in right relationship with God?

When God does a new thing (confirms it your spirit, bears witness to it by two to three witness,)

(if it is not pleasing to God, in other words, it doesn’t leave you in a right relationship with God - the test is over.
It is NOT God’s will).

3. IS IT PERFECT? (Has the Holy Spirit bore witness in your spirit that this is the Will of the Father?)

You have to know by the Spirit:

John 14:26, 15:26, 16:7-15

Check Each That Apply:

Is it good?       Բ Yes  Բ No   Բ Unsure

Is it pleasing? Բ Yes  Բ No   Բ Unsure

Is it perfect?    Բ Yes Բ No    Բ Unsure

If all three boxes are checked “Yes” - congratulations, you have just passed the test and PROVEN that this is the
perfect will of God.

If any of three boxes are checked “No” - it is NOT the will of God.

If either ‘It is pleasing’ or ‘It is perfect’ is checked unsure - then it is NOT TIME to make the decision. It may or
may not be the will of God but the Spirit has not proven it yet.

CONCLUSION:
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As we have seen, each of us have the capacity to know the will of God and God has promised to reveal His will
to us at the right place, at the right time. Therefore, it is important for us to realize that if we choose not to
follow His will we are putting ourselves in great danger. When a person disobeys God’s will they welcome
experiences into their life that were not intended, forfeiture of God’s promise of blessing, and potentially falling
out of right relationship with God.

a. Abraham and Sarai created their own plan to accomplish what they that was God’s will. Sarai birth Ismael
which has become known as the “son of permission.” Permission was born out of presumption. However, the
permissive will of God has led many conflicts, frustrations, and broken relationships.

Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar;
2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can
build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said.

The Spirit of Presumption - is when we feel like we have to help God out to perform His Word.

b. Everything is permissible but not everything is beneficial I Cor. 10:

1 Cor. 10: 23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do
anything”—but not everything is constructive.

c. Disobedience to God’s will leads to a life marked by ‘cursings.’

Read Deuteronomy 28 and focus on how Israel was to receive blessings or curses.

Lastly, as I learned from a study called, “Experiencing God”, disobedience is a heart issue. In John 14: 15, Jesus
says, “If you love me, keep my commands.” In other words, when you disobey God and do not follow His
commands, you are expressing a life which distrusts God at best and doesn’t love Him at worse.

I hope you will use The Will of God Test to gain clarity in your life and confidence in your decision making. God
promises you that you will have everthing you need every day to do His will and fulfill your purpose. Don’t
allow the enemy, others, or yourself to rob of this kind of life, life to the full!
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